The Emperor's Threefold Refusal to Sign

revolver so that I can finish myself off." It appeared that
this answer was like a thunderbolt to the Emperor. I have
also been told that our Sovereign simply could not bring
himself to sign the declaration of war. Three times he sent
Bethmann away with the paper, saying always "NO !"
The military party insisted, pointing out the loss of time for
mobilisation owing to the delay in obtaining his signature.
Thus they almost had to force the decision out of him.

I want to copy you some passages of a letter from my
daughter in Vienna, written on October 25th :

"My second son got back here from Lancut this morning,
and he paints a sorry picture. From Rzesow the country is
laid waste, covered with the bodies of dead horses and the
debris of cannons and carts, and there are stragglers and
wounded along the roads everywhere. At Lancut in the
castle moat there are sixty-five dead horses and also several
corpses of Cossacks who were killed and hastily buried where
they fell. The gardens and park are a mass of filth and
ruins. Railway coaches and kitchens right up to the doors
of the house. This is crammed full of soldiers because after
the Russians had departed the Archduke Peter arrived with
his army corps. The Archduke surrounded by his staff was
astounded to find the castle still standing and haughtily showed
his displeasure by finding the place suspect, and asking how
much Count Potocki had paid the Russians for not burning
his castle down !

They peeped about up all the chimneys, in the stoves, the
central heating apparatus, etc., to see whether there might
not be a hidden telephone. They climbed up into the towers
to look for signals. They were perfectly odious to my son
who wasn't even able to talk to our servants for fear of a plot.
One is no longer one's own master in that part of the world,
and under those conditions one can't dream of setting foot
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